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Fans charge the West Fargo Packer boys soccer team after they received the North Dakota State 

Championship title in Grand Forks last Saturday. For the full story see the sports section.

Carrie SNyDer

West Fargo boys soccer team takes state championship

By Karen Huber 

	 Family and friends are band-

ing together promoting a special

benefit event for Troy Hebert set

forThursday,Oct.21,atBigD’sBar

and Grill, 1515 42nd St. S., Fargo.

TheeveningwillbeginwithaSpa-

ghetti Feed at 5 p.m., followed by a

silent auction from 5 to 8 p.m., and

entertainment provided by local

band At The Emphorium starting

at 9 p.m.
	 Troy is a 2002 graduate of

West Fargo High School who has

Benefit event set for Troy Hebert

Proceeds will help realize vital medical procedure

Pro long QT Syn-

drome, a serious

hereditary heart

disorder. In 2001,

he had an ICD

(internal cardiac

defibrillator) in-

serted. Following

the procedure, he

experienced in-

ternal bleeding as a complication.

In2003,Troyhadhisseconddevice

inserted because the first one

was faulty. He is now in need of a

third ICD and is faced with over-

whelmingmedicalexpenseswhich

include a large upfront cost.

	 Itgoeswithoutsayingthattime

isof theessencefortheprocedure,

which Troy is hoping to be able to

schedule for early November. In

order to do so he needs everyone’s

help. Consequently, the family is

hoping for a strong show of sup-

port at the benefit, with all the

proceeds going toward realizing

Troy’s procedure.

See BeNeFiT, Page 3

Troy Hebert

By Karen Huber

	 West Fargo City Commission-

ers voted unanimously Monday

nighttodenyarequestfromMinn-

Kota PAAWS to contribute to the

costof felineleukemiatestingand

vaccinations for untamed (feral)

cats in the city.

	 Carol Sawicki of PAAWS ap-

pearedbeforethecommissionOct.

6, to ask that the city contribute

$20 per cat, but after considerable

discussion a motion to deny the

requet died for a lack of a second

and the matter was tabled for fur-

ther review.

	 The $20 proposed would have

gone for the cost of testing, spay-

neuteringandvaccination,before

appropriatecatswouldbereleased

back into the city. If a cat was

foundtobediseasedtheywouldbe

euthanized,withPAAWscovering

the cost. The city presently pays

$29.70 per cat for euthanization.

	 It was returning the feral cats

backtoopenlypopulatedareasthat

caused commission opposition

even though doing so could have

saved a little money.

	 City Commissioner Lou Ben-

nett opened discussion by saying

his“handwasprettymuchtipped”

against the request after visiting

with the state epidemiologist who

said he is not in favor of putting

the feral cats back into the public

domain.
	 City Commissioner Mike

Thorstad said he had several

problemswiththeconceptinclud-

ing its inconsistency with city

ordinance that says animals need

to be licensed and cannot run at

City says ‘no deal’ 

to PAAWS’ request
large and he was also concerned

over potential litigation against

the city in the event a cat attacked

someone. “I could see a lawyer

litigating against the city because

we have allowed it to perpetuate,”

he said. “I don’t want to take that

possible risk.”

	 Thorstad also said he didn’t

feel it is the city’s responsibility to

managethepopulationof animals

on any kind of private property.

	 Sawicki said there are three

choices for the cats, either adopt

them out, put them back out on

the street or euthanize them. She

saidsheadvocatedthepartnership

to promote the spaying or neuter-

ing to curb the growing kitten

numbers.
	 She said she spends about 25

hours a week as a volunteer. “This

is something we are good at and

we care about. Your police have

something more important to do.

We are not asking you to bend the

rules, we’d like to have a partner-

ship because there are cats out

there.”
	 Bennett made the motion to

deny the request, with Thorstad

providing the second. Mayor

RichMatternandCommissioners

DuaneHansonandMarkSimmons

all voted to support the motion.

	 The commission also autho-

rized the use of federal grant

funds for a FEMA buyout project

for the home of David and Diane

Johnston at 418 Francis Street; as

well as authorizing two apprais-

als for the site and in-kind work

See COMMiSSiON, Page 2
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By Tyler Shoberg	 WhenDr.DavidFlowerswas

hiredearlierthisyearassuper-
intendentof WestFargoPublic
Schools, he took control of a
district with some baggage.
	 Two failed bond referen-
dums in as many years, class-
rooms reaching capacity from
a growing student population,
and a community wary of the
current school administration
meantFlowershadalotof work
to do.
	 Barely three months on the
job, he is tackling all of those
issues with gusto.	 “I don’t think I’ll be bored,”

Flowers said, during a recent
interview at his office in the
Leidal Education Center.	 From the looks of things,

Flowers hasn’t been bored
since he stepped foot back in
North Dakota from his former
superintendentjobinHutchin-
son, Kan.	 Flowers is implementing a

multi-pronged approach that
he hopes will accurately and
decisively create a comprehen-
sive district-wide long-range
facility plan. His goal, he said,
is to do it right the first time
through a precise, data-driven
approach led by a “Task Force”

of district administrators,
staff, parents and taxpayers.
	 “I see it as a process of
balancing our desire and ap-
petite for facilities with the
community’s support and abil-
ity to pay for the facilities,” he
said.
	 Flowersalsoimplementeda
lofty timeline that culminates
in roughly four months.	 “It’s ambitious,” he said.

“What I wanted to do was out-
linewhatwouldhavetohappen,
and at what pace if we were to
trytogetthisdonesoonenough
totriggerabondreferendumat
the earliest legal point.”	 That point is in March,

though Flowers admits the
timeline isn’t set in stone.	 “I don’t want to let the time-

linedriveus,althoughthereis
some point where time does
have to drive us, because we
are growing – continually,” he
said. “We don’t want to take
any longer than is necessary,
but I also don’t want to rush
this.”
	 Through all of this, Flow-
ers hopes to accomplish two
key elements: grow com-
munity trust and draft the
“right plan.” Even though the
past two referenda failed, he
believes that, with a proper
approach, the tide can turn in
the district’s favor.	 “You look historically at

this community; (it) has been
verysupportivewithpastbond
referenda. So, I know this is a
community that strongly sup-

ports public education, and I do
think it is a matter of unlocking
the public’s confidence in a plan
that is based on sound data and
rationale,” he said.	 “My goal is not to get a bond

issue passed. My goal is to draft
a plan that is reasonable and
logical and is the right plan for
the longest-term future we can
envision, given the information
thatwehave. Iwanttodoitright,
and have it not second-guessed

in two years.	 “The other thing I would add
is, I don’t think I’ve met any ‘no’
voters that have said their ‘no’ is
no to any plan that would cost
more tax dollars. Their ‘no’ was
to the plan that was advanced,
because either they didn’t think
it was the right plan or didn’t
have confidence in the process
or the data that produced the
plan.”

Flowers’ Foresight: Superintendent hopes long-range facility plan 

process will garner community support, trust

David Flowers

“My goal is not to get a bond issue passed. My goal is to draft a plan that is reasonable and logical, and is the right plan for the longest- term future we can envision.”
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Nothing works like  
	 newspaper advertising.


